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There was a perceptible lessening in numbers of
tne devoutly inclined in the balls of both bouses
this morning, many members not arriving until
after tbo prayers, in the Souate mere were only
one or two points of interest. Senator Scott, the
Chairman of the Joint Select Committee to investi¬
gate alleged Kn Klux Outrages, who remained
perfectly quiet during Senator Blair's attempted
onslaught on the administration yesterday, came to
the iront to-aay with a resolution lor bringing con¬
tumacious witnesses oefore the bar of the Senate.

- Two oi these.David Qist and Clayton Camp-are
irom south Carolina, and another.Wm. L. San¬
ders.is irom North Carolina. Sanders Is regarded
as the leader of the Ku Klnx Klan in his State. He
Is Clerx of the House ol ltepresentatives there.
General Avery, of Yorkvilie, 8. 0., was also reported.
He is supposed io be in Canada, and has
been shown before the grund inquest in the pro¬
claimed district to have been the chief in that
section. The name of Genoral Forrest was not re-
Ported to-day, but the question or doing so was
considered in committee ana postponed till another
session. The only other business discussed in the
Senate was uu Amnesty bill which Mr. Robertson
had in charge. A gene.ai measure was passed
last April and sent to the House, where !
certain exceptions were made on motion
of Judge Poland, and the bill was passed and sent j

.
Cac* 10 lhe Senate. There it was referred to a com-
miuee. whose chairman now reports it for passage. I
The exceptions are those who were members of I
Congress lormer otllcers of the army and navy
ana members of secession conventions, should the <

ill pass In this form, the excepted persons will be
very few. In Kentucky no one but Mr.
Breckinridge will be left out in the I
cola. All persons relieved are first to
appear before tne clerk of a United States Conrt
or a United States Commissioner and file an oath of
allegiance, which is to be sent to the Secretary of
Blare to be placed on record in that department,
¦r. Pomeroy objecting to Immediate consideration.
Uie Senate went into
The House having resolved itself into Commutes

of the Whole Mr. Burton C. Cook's Apportionment
MM was considered. Tnis provides for 381 members

.

,n lbe Howe, the additional unit being a de¬
sign to give Illinois a representative for a fraction
somewhat less than one-half of the basis of repre¬
sentation. Under it Vermont and New Hamp¬
shire will lose one member each. A table pre¬
pared by the Census Bureau, giving the basts for
apportionments on 150, 280, 270, 280. 290 ana 300
members, was distributed to tne members. Mr
ilercur, of Pennsylvania, to whom as a sub-corn-
ttlttee of tne Judiciary Committee the matter hod
been referred in the last Congress, and who has re*
ported a bill, moved to substitute that report for
the bill now before the committee. Mr. Mcrcur's
Mil proposes to mane the next House
consist of 280 members. This would be
apon the baste or 137,900 lor each Representative,
and would make tho wholo number about two hun-

' ired and seventy-six.the additional lour members
being allowed to States having large fractions. The
two New England stales named wonld stlB loose
one member each. Ii was evident that the Pennsyi-
vania Representative haa mastered his suDject, and
at once the House was clustered around and about
his seat. Though not a brilliant man Judge Alerour
made flgures attractive and bandlea his theme
with great grace oud ease. Mr. Flnkclnburg, of
Missouri, was very anxious to know why and how
It was the large fraction oi his state over tho basis
on which twelve members were given was not
recognized by an additional member. Almost the
entire Missouri and Illinois delegations with a stray
Vcrmonter were on their feet, eager to badger Mr.
Mercar with questions as to how he arrived at bis
conclusions. It was a treat to witness his perfect
composure and the facile care with which he man¬
aged Flukelnburg, Farusworth, Willard and others
who Interposed Interlocutory objections. The general
impression seemed to be that he made all his points '

and clinched them. After short speeches by Faros-
worth and Garfield the committee rose and reported
progress. Alter the disposal of mere formal busl-
nest, the House having ordered an unnecessary
holiday on Friday, probably for the purpose of al-
lowing members to welcome the Boston wing of
the Woman Suffragists, who meet here in anauai
convention on that day, the usual adjournment was
had nntll to-morrow.
A mcetiug of the Ilonso Elections Committee was

held this morning.
The claim of General Clarke, Third district Texas,

To a seat on bis certificate was taken up. Judge
Paschal appeared In opposition and K. M. Corwlno
and Judge Casey, or tins city, with Judge Col well,
of Texas, for the claimant. Mr. C'orwine opened
the case, confining him. elf to an argument on the
legal character of the certificate. Judge Paschal's
reply is reporteft us being more in tne nature of an
attack on the State government or Texas than a
rebuttal on Mr. C'orwtnca position. In answer to a 1
question put by Mr. Hoar Mr. Paschal assumed that
It was the auty of 'ho Clerk of tne House of r.epre '
seniaUvcs to go behind a certificate on which
doubts were thrown and to examine the return.
This position is considered to be quite un- j
tenable. The committee adjourned at the
cloee of Jtidgo raschal's speech, and will
bear Messrs. Casey and Colwell to-morrow. The
probability Is that a report in favor of General
Clarke's admission will be made. Most of the more
Important oommltiees or the House will meet and
organize for bnsiness during the ensuing three
.lays, and the general activity in this respect, indi¬
cates cDsc attention to the work waiting considera¬
tion.
AN TDK KU KLUX INVESTIGATING COMMUTER MEETING
This morning Representative Btavenaon movetl that
the committee report a bill removing ail disabilities,
also one extending tho period for suspend I.ig the
writ of habeas corpus until the assembling ol Con-
greae In December next, and nolding all Ku Klux
aad other so-cabed treasonable conspirators respon¬
sible for the sets of each other.

v
Executive Hesslnx.

Legislation has assumed sgsln its usual course,
and Die morning hour was devoted to presenting
and referring regular Mils and resolutions. I
Considerable merriment was Indulged In by tbo
members over a uu in regard to tne drawing of
.eats. The tournament was opune I by Mr. 8iark- j
weather, of Connecticut, who ottered a resolution
providing for this, to mauy a very unpleasant pro-
oeedlng. Mr. Peters, or A.alne, promptly met this
My moving to lay on the table. The sceno then be-
canto quite uniniatcd, as tne ianccs wore drawn and
many sharp thrusts were met and parried with skill
and grace. For a time the measure rreinbicd in the
balance; hope and fear alternately prevailed. The
squatters on tne outskirts and the borderers betrayed
a very humane eagerness to carry Mr. starkweath¬
er's resolution. Canvassing lor voles with as much

avidity M would characterize a nominating caucus
the members became uproarious when the results
of the votes were given from time to time, and the
Speaker was moved by it to administer a rebuke to
them for the childishness displayed In expressing
so "much feeling over so small a matter.'* The
vote was finally taken on the main resolution,
and it was lost by three, when Fernando Wood
clinched the result by moving to reconsider and lay
on the table. Tbo irolto being over the Speaker
made the announcement of a special committee to
take charge of matters pertaining to that part of
the President s Message relating to the subject of

CIVIL SKRVICK RKI-ORIf,
gratifying Mr. Kelley's ambition as a national man
by making him chairman. Thus things begin to
look as ir this subject was passing from mists and
theories into a practical solution, and that everybody
Is ready for civil service reform whose ox is not to
be gored by it, was evident from the entertainment
furnished the House in a passage at arms

to-day over a resolution to allow the
chairmen of the different committees to
appoint clerks to serve until a bill could
be framed providing regularly for their appoint-
meni. Messrs. Cox and Randall claim such action
to bo oontrary to the spirit of reform recommended.
As an administration measure these gentlemen are
swift to seg all openings to apply the proposed J
civil service reform. They fairly brtejle with
anticipation of the fun as well as the trouble which '

inconsistent action upon that subject holds out
Mr. Keller, however, oarrled his resolution, and
the scramble for clerkships has already fairly
begun. |
(Government Offices aid Appointments.Who

In to Succeed Secretary Fish V
The great question of the hoar la, who is to

retain and wno to obtain place ? Ana, as is unusual 1
at so late a day In the history or a national adminls- j
tration, and at this particular stage of Congressional
activity, the question involves officials of every
grade, from the office of 8ecre'aryof Mate down
to tho committee clerkships. Por the thousandth
time the immediate resignation of Mr. Pish
is domed, and if his resignation did take
place the opposition to the confirmation of Judge '
Plerrepont would be terrlflo. The leading republi- i
can senators to-day united in a very strong letter
to the Secretary of State asking him to hold on for I
a little while longer, and It may be counted upon
as a certainty that he will continue to hold on.
All along Mr. Fish nas been looking forward to his
retirement, and has put his department in complete
order for this event upon the shortest notice; bat
he will neither be forced oat of the Cabinet nor
kept in It against nis will. The hostility manifested
among the republican Senators towards Judge
Pierrepont will in itself be a reason against his re-
tiring with prectpltancy, and it is well known that
lie Is not yot quite ready to aoccpt the mission to
England, which he Is to receive on the return of
General Hchenck. |

The Office of Attorney Gsneril.
There is also some opposition to the appointment !

of ex-Senator Williams as Attorney General in
place of Akerman; but his nomination, as affairs
now stand, is likely to be made before many days.
It was remarked to-day that the nomination or Mr.
J. W. Douglass as Commissioner of Internal Reve-
nue has not yet been sent to the Senate. The Pleasou-
ton-Boatwell fight is yet to come off and Mr. Douglass
chanoes hang in the balance. The place of Con-
gressional Printer will also be a lively bone of con- !
tenUon. A few days will tell tbe whole story in

many directions, but for the present the Senate nas
its bands full of big and little machinations. In the
executive session to-day nothing of importance was
accomplished, and, indeed, there was nothing of
importance to accomplish It was in the republican
caucus where the Interest settled. i

There tbe great question as to who Is to retain and I
to obtain place began to develop itself in the poal- j
tions which are more directly in the gift of the I
Senate. Messrs. Buckingham, 8awyer, Pomeroy,
Frcnnghuysen and Ferry (of Michigan) were ap¬
pointed a committee to revise tne standing com¬
mittees. Their report will not be made for some
days ostensibly to give the demoeratlc Senators an
opportunity to indicate what they expect in tne way
of consideration from the dominant party, but in
reality to shape things for a new deal. What
changes will be made It is impossible to predict si
tiits time with any decree of certainty, but it is
likely that Morton win be put at the head or the
Foreign Relations and Cameron, transferred to
Privileges and Elections. Aside from these tbo
changes in the committees will be unimportant,
but when tbe caucus meets again a question of
graver import in a political sense will have to be
determined.

The Serieaat.Ri.trm to Re Relieved.
An effort Is to be made to relieve Mr. French, the

Sergea nt-at-Arms, from his onerous duties, and It Is
likely to prove successful.

Postmaster Tnft Ticketed.
Dr. Tart, the Postmaster, is alto among the tick¬

eted. other places or a still lower class are to be
overhauled, and altogether a very happy time may
be anticipated. As the scramble for offloe is always
perfectly delightful everybody Is ready for tbe fray,
And some of the old public servitors will undoubt¬
edly be compelled to give place to the new men.
Prt-aervins the Archives of the .Mate.Fire on

Taosday Night.
The resolution of General Banks calling on Secre¬

tary Pish to report what measures are necessary for
the protection of the archives of the state Depart¬
ment against destruction by Are, pending tne com¬
pletion of Its new building adjacent to the War and
Navy Departments, is Intended to afford the Secre¬
tary an opportunity of explaining to Congress the
portions sanation of the most valuable papers
of the government. The department is now
wretchedly accommodated in a fragile brick struc¬
ture, bnilt for au orphan asylum, and located far oat
In the northern part of the oily, elose to the bound¬
ary and remote from the apparatus ior extinguish¬
ing fires, even the supply of water being abort and
uncertain. Last night tbe accidental presence of
the clerks In some of the rooms of the depart¬
ment, engaged at an nnnsnal hoar in
copying the Catacazy correspondence to be
transmitted to the Semite to-day, but which that
bodv did not evince as mnch eagerness to hear
as was expected, was the probable means or saving
the building and ita contents from destruction.
Some painted woodwork attached to the Drlck
chimney fines, which are only four Inches thick,
caugnt flie, but was extinguished with some dlffil
culty. To-day the Secretary of state called npon
the Treasury Department to learn if some
better place of deposit cannot be fonnd in
tho Treasury Building or the leased fireproof
bank building opposite tbe Treasury. No j
room could be provided. There are other
valuable records pertaining to other departments
of tbe government that are quite as Insecure as

tho9eofthe State Department and the customary |
winter anxiety of tho officials lu chaigooflhem
have been heightened by the total destruction of a
theatre building In the heart of the city last night. I'
The acouinulatlon of papers In the nlhety-six years
or the existence of the government begins
to work considerable embarrassment relative to the
means or taking care of them. There Is yet plenty
of room for snch as are worth preservation, but the
praotlce of filing all papcra away in the order of
their receipt each year, without any syitematlc I
Assortment of the valuable from tho useless, inevi¬
tably sends those of recent date to temporary and
insecure places of deposit. As far back as tbe ad- j
ministration of President Pierce the Treasury
Department became so reburdened with tho
mere weight and bulk of Its papora as to call upon
Caleb Cushlng, then Attorney General, to know if
any lawful authority existed under which papers of
no value could be disposed of, and received for
answer that, aa Congrosz, though providing no
way, had not prohibited their destruction, tne sub¬
ject was a matter for department regulation. j

Mr. Gushing remarked that most governments or
long standing bad made provision for tbe
suppression of their useless archives, and
cited tho regulation of tho French gov- j
einmcnt as at once the most careful
and efficient Nothing was done at the time, be-
cause the pressure was for the time relieved by the j
costlier method or enlarging the government bnlid-
Ings in lieu or reduolna their contenia but the ques¬
tion is again looming up, and even irom
tho spacious quarters or Congross the
cry m raised that room cannot be
lound for the papers, and that It win be Impossible
to go on forever piling up the documents. If some
general means were adopted to overhaul the musty

accumulations, and to preserve only those records
that oan be of fnture political, historical and finan¬
cial value, the sum realized from the sale of the
rest as waste paper would of Itself be a pretty Item
in Secretary Bout well's financial accounts.

The Alakaaa Claim*.
The American and English Commission to-day

altered the first rule so as to read as follows:."In
addition to the representation of tiu claim and the
proofs in support thereof, which shall have been
presented to the government, the claimant suall file,
In the ofilce of the Commission, a statement of his
claim, in the form of a memorial, addressed
to the Commission." The parts stricken out are
the following:."Accompanied by twenty printed
copies thereof." In coses where the amount
claimed Is less than $1,000 the memorial will be
printed at the expense of the Commission. One
copy or each memorial will by the Secretary be
furnished to each commissioner, and live copies to
the agent of each government. The Commission
adjourned until Saturday.

Texas Election (Tains. ]
In the matter or the claim or W. T. Clark and D.

0. Glddlngs, of Texas, the Committee on Elections
to-day directed the counsel to argue as to whether
the certificate of Governor Davis is prima, facie evl-
dence which entitles either party to his seat until a
regular contost can be heard.

The Chicago Eire and the Bonk*.
The following la an official statement of the 00 -

dttion in which the Chicago fire left the national
banks of that cityThe capital of eighteen
national banks in Chicago . Is $7,800,00a.
Their surplus fund is $2,185,000. The undivided
profits are $705,800. Their discounts amount to
$18,564,170, and ot this sum the banks lose, In con¬
sequence of bad debts occasioned by the fire,
$S30,0X). They also lose In the buildings,
furniture and fixtures $175,000, making the
entire loss sustained by the Chicago
national banks by the fire, $1,005,000, leaving them
with an unimpaired capital and over $1,800,000 of
surplus stlil available. This result is ascertained
by recent official investigation and fully vindicates
the aotion of the Comptroller of tne Currency with
regard to those banks, showing their entire solvency
In spite of all losses. 1

National Tobacco Convention.
The National Tobacco Convention met here to-

day, in the Metropolitan Hotel. There were only
nine States represented, many members who were
expected to be present not having yet anlved.
Vice President Lewis H. Frayser, of Virginia,
occupied the chair, with John Straiton
of New York, as Secretary. A committee of one
from each State represented was ordered to be ap-
pointed by the Chair to mul*e nominations. Several
communications were received from absent mem-
bere, ail reoommending action towards tho reduo-
tion or the tax on tobacco to the uniform rate of
sixteen cents per pound. j
Acting President Lorlng Palmer of New York,

read a carelully prepared address, recommending a
united etfort to reduce the tax on the home produo-
tlon, but recommending the continuance of the duty
on Imported tobacco. On the motion to adopt
the recommendations contained In the
address, a discus don arose, the cigar
manufacturing interest present opposing
the continuance of the dutv. Finally, a motion was
adopted to receive both of the addresses, and to
enter them on the recorded proceedings for further
use. On motion ot Mr. Bailey, of New York, a com-
mltlce of nine was appointed to prepare business to
be presented to the Convention.
at the evening session Lewis H. Fravzer, of Rich¬

mond, presided, with John stratton, of New
York, as Secretary. Thlrtv-six delegates
were present, representing ten States Interested
In the manufacture of tobacco and cigars.
Addresses were delivered by Vice President
Frayzer and Acting President Palmer, of
New York. Tne subject under discussion
was malnlv that of the uniform tax on tobacco.
Messrs. Bailey, Spence, Flood, Palmer, Haier,
Campbell ana others participated In the discussion.
At ten o'clock P. M. the Convention adjourned, to
meet again for further business on Thursday morn¬
ing.

A New Naval Bo k.
Secretary Robeson to-day opened bids for build¬

ing a floating iron dook, intended for the repair of
naval vessels In tbelr stations. About baif a dozen
bids were received, all of them being Mm the
North and West. The Secretary reserved bis deci¬
sion. The successful bidder will be required to
give security in the sum of $800,000 for the faithful
performance of bis duty. All the bids but one were
above the appropriation.

Fanrral of First Auditor Smith.
Tho fnneral of First Auditor Thomas L. Smith,

who ror forty-two years weathered all the political
storms that surged about the Treasury Department,
took place to-day, and was so largely attended Dy
men high in official place that the absence of Sec¬
retary Boutweil, his Immediate chief, was generally
noticed and severely criticised. The house of the
deceased official, In the days of the pro-slavery
proscription In Washington, was a rallying

tlmon P.point lor such men as Charles Sumner, Salmon
chase and John P. Hale, and It was almost tho only
house in which they could And social admission
and Intercourse. Chier Justice Chase, senator Ken¬
ton, comptrollers Tavler and Brodhead and Com¬
missioner Douglass were among the pall bearers.
Senator Sumner was also present at the luneraL.

Retirement of Fifth Auditor Barron.
Mr. Henry D. Barron, Fifth Auditor or the Trea¬

sury, has retired from that office to enter the Wis¬
consin Legislature. So far as the administration is
concerned his departure Is a happy release. He
was appointed to conciliate a Senator whose sup¬
port was thought to be an object two years ago, but
the price paid was soon found in tho Treasury De¬
partment to be a dear one.
The places of First and Fifth Auditor being now

vacant It has been suggested that the President has
an excellent opportnnlty to give the eonntry a

Jiractlcal proot of his devotion to civil service re-
orm. These places are not essentially political, but
require a great deal of Integrity and routine ability
to nil (hem pioperly. if any or the hungry ex-Con¬
gressmen not yet provided with places manage to
get those vacancies civil service retorm will not be
promoted to any appreciable extent.

FORTY-SECOND CONGRESS.
(second Session.

SENATE.
Washington, Dec. 6, 1871.

CONTUMACIOUS KIT Kl.tJX WITNESSES.
Mr. Scorr, (rep.i or Pa., from the Joint Committee

on Southern Outrages, reported that two wit¬
nesses.David Gist and Clayton Camp.subp^-naed
by the sob-committee at Columbia, 8. C., had re-
lused to appear, and offered a resolution directing
the Sergeant-at-Arms to lake them into custody.
Laid over until lo-inorrow.

Mr. Scorr, from the same committee, also re¬
ported that another witness. a lawyer in North
Carolina.having appeared before the committee,
contumaciously declined to answer certain ques¬
tions touching the ejrlsteuce of Kit Klux organiza¬
tions and bis connection wtth tnem, and offered a
resolution directing the scrgeaut-at-Arms to take
liitu Into custody. La'd over.

ELECTION REVORMS.
Mr. Anthony, (rep.) or It. 1., introduced a bill to

amend the set to enforce the right or citizens of the
United Mates to vote in the several States ol tins
Union, amending the nineteenth section of said act so
as to pronihlt the employment not onlyofdlrect force,
menace anu bribery to prevent tho free exercise of
the right or t urn-ago, but also the use of any wrtilug,
device, token, word or gesture with Intent to Intimi¬
date voters, or of counselling and indirectly procur¬
ing tho use of any such means of Intimidation.
Mr. Anthony also introduced a bill to prevent

ami punisu bribery and corrupt practices in the
election of Presidential electors and members of
Congress, being tho same bill introduced by turn
beretoiore, In last congress.

THE GENERAL AMNESTY RILL.
Mr. llonERTi-ON. (rep.(of s. e., moved to take np

the Gen t-ftl Amuesty bill, but the Vice 1'ieslucut de¬
cided that the motion was out of order.
Mr. Hamlin, trep.) or Mc., moved 10 suspend all

the rules ann orders standing In the way and pro-
ceed to the consideration oJ the bill; but tnis, also,
was ruled out of order.
Mr. Trumbull, (rep.) of 111., suggested that Mr.

Robertson's motion might l>c entertained by unani¬
mous consent; but Mr. Pomkiioy, irep.) of Kan., ob¬
jected, and the motion was withdrawn.

THE OATACAZY CORRESPONDENCE.
The Vice Prrsipent isid before tho Semite a mes-

sago from the President, transmitting the corre¬
spondence relating to the removal oi Mr. CaUicazy,
whereupon, at ten minutes past one o'clock, the
.Senate went into executlvo session.
After a brief executive session the Souate ad¬

journed.
HOUSE OF REPKE;ENTATIVES.

Washington, D. C., Dec. 6, 1871.
RTAMI-Bb ENVELOPES.

Mr. Ketcuam, ircp.) of N. 1., presented the re
monstrance oi nine publishers aud stationers of }

Ponghkeepsls, N. T., against the nnjast and Ira-
proper Interference by the Post Office Department
In tne manufacture and sale of stamped envelopes.

snip CANAL IN THB NORTHWEST.
M-. Snapp, (rep.) of IlL, offered a resolution di¬

recting the Committee on Rai.roads and Canals to
Inquire Into the expediency of connecting toe
waters of the Mississippi River with the shores of
Lake Michigan by a snip caual for military, naval
and commercial put poses. Adopted.

OCR NAVAL ORDERS IN CUBAN WATERS.
Mr. Banks, (rep.) of Mass., offered a resolution

requesting the President to transmit to the House
copies of the instructions to the United States naval
commaudera In Cuuau waters lor tho protection of
the lives and property of Amorlcan citizens and the
maintenance or the dignity of tne American dag.
Also information nit hitherto communicated re¬
lating to the recent execution of students 111 Ha¬
vana. Also In relation to the failure of the Spanishgovernment to carry out tne promised reforms in
the BpaniBh West Indian colonies. Adopted.

ARCHIVES IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT.
Also a resolution calling on the Secretary of State

for information as 10 the means of preservationlrora lire of tue archives or the State Department.Adopted.
DON CARLOS SPELL'S CASH.

Mr. MoHenrv, (dem.) of Kv., offered a resolution
calling for a cony 01 the proceedings or tne military
commission In the case 01 Major General Don Carlos
Buell, in 1802. Adopted.

THE KU KLUX IN NORTH CAROLINA.
Mr. Waddri.l, (<iein.) of N. C., naked leave to

offer a resolution cailiug on the President for In¬
formation as to the Invasion of North Carolina by a
parly of United Slates troops from Sooth Carolina.
Mr. Butlkk, or Mass., oojected.

MISCRI.LAKE HJ8 MATTEHB.
Bills were mtr dnced and referred as follows:.
By Mr. Bufkinton, (rep.) of Mass., authorizing

the construction of life preserving stations on the
coast of Cape Cod.
By Mr. Kbli.odd, (rep.) of Conn..Granting pen¬

sions to soldiers of me \varoiisi2 who served
thirty days. Also, respecting the law wnlch pro¬vides for the counting ot votes for members of Con¬
gress deposited In tho wrong box.
By Mr. Willard, irep.) of Vt..To regulate the

manner of making appointments in the civil service
of the United States.
By Mr. archer, (dem.) of Md..To amend the act

Imposing duties on distilled spirits and tobacco.
By Mr. Far well, (rep.) of HI..For the relief of

certain snffbiers by the Chicago Arc.
lly Mr. Avbrill, (ren.i of Minn..To establish the

collection dlH trict of Dnluth, and to create Si. Paul,
Minn., a post of delivery.
By Mr. OHtPMAN irep. delegate from D. C.).To

grant 2,500,000 acres or the public lands ror the ben-
em of the public schools lu the District of Columbia.
By Mr. Cox, (dem.) of N. Y..To secure to authors

In certain cases the benefit, or mternatio al copy¬
right, for advancing the development of American
literature and promoting the interest of publishers
and bookbnyers In tne United states.

l%v Mr. Sloss, (dem.) ot Ala..To vest the title to
the streets of Tnscambia, Alabama, In the corporate
authorities of that cl.y. j
A SELECT COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE REFORM.
The .speaker announced the lollowlng Select

Commit ee on the Reorganization 01 the civil ser¬
vice:.Messra. Kelly, Hooper, Conger, Lynch, Perry,
Willard, Wood, Marshall and Hoimuu. I

SHl'FI'l.lN'.i FOR A NEW DEAL.
a resolution for a new drawing for seats was

offered and supported oy members occupying seats
in the outer rims or the circle. A motion to lay on
the fable was supported by those who were satisfied
with their present locations. It was a close volo,
but the malcontents carried It by a majority of one
and the House relused to lay the resolution on the
table.yeas too, nays ton. Alter several points of
order and votes on various stages or the resolution
the project for a new drawing of seats was defeated
and the House went on with I

THE BUSINESS OF THB VfORNINO HOUR,
which was the bill reported yesterday by Mr. Farns-
worth 10 revise, couso idate ami amend the statutes
relating to the Post office Depart ment. The morn¬
ing hour expired before the reading of the bill was
concluded, and the bill went over until to-morrow.

THE NEW APIORTIONMENT BILL.
The House then, at three o'clock, went into Com¬

mittee ol tne Whole, Mr. uuffinton in the chair, on
the Apportionment bul, reported al tho last session.
Tne bill provides that alter tne ad of March, 187;i,
the House of RenreHcutatives shall consist of 81
members, to be apportioned as follows:.
Maine, {.; New Ha upshire, 2; Vermont, 2; Massa¬

chusetts, 11: Rhode Island, 2; Connecticut, 4; New
York, 32; New Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 20; Dela¬
ware, 1; Maryland. 6; Vlrglula, 0, North Carolina,
8; Month Carolina, 6; Georgia, 9; Alabama, 7; Mis¬
sissippi, 6; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, in; Kentucky, 10;
Tennessee,9; Indiana. 12; Illinois, 19; Missouri, 12;
Arkansas, 4; Mlchlaan, 9; Florida, 1; Texas, 0;
Iowa, 9; Wisconsin, 8; California. 4; Minnesota, 3;
Oregon, 1; Kansas, 3; West Virginia, 3; Nevada, l,
and Nebraska, 1.
The second and third sections of the bill, provid¬

ing tor additional members in the Forty-second Con¬
gress, were, on motion of Mr. Farnb worth, struck
out.

Alter considerable discussion and the offering or
Various amendments tne committee rose without
having made any disposition of the bid, and the
Uonse at four o'clock adjourned.

WE .DELL PHILLIPS AMD CDMNIUilSM.
Lcetare nt Stelnway Ball Lart Klght.The
CommaniaU the Noblest People ol the Mine*
teenth Centary.Jill Monopolies to be Des¬
troyed.
To an audience that partly filled Sreinway Ball

last night Wendell POUIlps delivered a
lecture on "Labor and lis Relation to Capital."
He prefaced the lecture by referring to the
French Communists in very flattering terms, stating
that they were endued to the rospect ol the civilized
world. The recent barbarities exercised ou prison-
era were a disgrace and a shame to humanity.
Never bad there been made in the history of the
human race a more disinterested effort for liberty
tnan the Communists nad put forth in this nine¬
teenth century.
Br. Phillips then read the notice or a procession

on Sunday next, In the streets of New York, in
memory of the French martyra ol the Commune.
Be then turned to the Babject of his lecture and
said:.The cause which he was called upon to pre¬
sent to bis andlence was of a most momen¬
tous character. This labor question had grown
Into a sadden and a startling proportion.
Ills dread was that the leaders of civili¬
zation were not ready to properly welcome
thla gigantic force. He was to speak on capital
and labor. He was a capitalist. He was not there
with the vain dream tnat poverty woold be
abolished. Rut lu saying that, he aid not give up
the question. The vices and mairorm&tlonB of
society would always leave necessitous men about
them. There were, oerhaps, in Christendom two
or three hundred millious of people. One-half of
these starved, either bodily or mentally. Co to Eng¬
land or France and there would be a million
of men who nad never seen meat. In New York
there were thousands of men who were living In
houses that no man in Fifth avenue would trust his
horse in twelve hours. There was another social
evil which was found all the world over, the great
root of which was poverty. Give a man a fair chance
In the world of labor, and ninety men out of a
hundred would disdain to steal. Give a woman the
same chance and she would disdain to buy dia¬
monds and to wear them at the cost of prostitu¬
tion. Intemperance was at once the causosnd effect
or the poverty of lire. Maoy a roan who was intem¬
perate in lioston has been cured by being sent to
Pans. His vice was starved by other
employment. What should Ave millions of men
do who only wake to lanor and go to steep beforo
they go to oed ? Then, if nc looked at crime and its
statistics, U was found that having taken fifteen
per cent of independent, spirited, healthier bodied
men the rest wore ail mentally and phys cniiy feeble.
Teaoti and leed that class lienor and me state
prisons would be emptied. This was civilization,
with the gnosis stalking around it. li social
science was asked about It they aald that the
whole bodv was sick. Was this the great promise of
me centuries? We said that the trouble was that
one-tourth ol the human race sat at ease, wntle the
remainder.ilie three-fourths.did not share It. ir
mat was the best that Christ and Chris-
tianttr could do, let them sit down
aud 'blaspheme the God who made them.
In saying tnat he was no enemy of capital. Work-
lngnu-n unllotmiy recngni/.td that capital and labor
were the two parts ol a pair or scissors. uaeruI to- I
gether bnt useless apart. (Cheers.) He was
ashamed of tnc necessity that mado fi.noo men de¬
pendent upon the generosity ol Mr. Stewart and the
Hempstead village. As 10 uulous of "Crispins"
and others, and the "strikes," it was
the only weapon that the workingman could use,
with his niouih. his hands and his reet manacled.
The vindication 01 the trades union is the law of
war. t-elt-leience liar a wide margin in the choice
ol weapons. The trades unions or Great llrltaiu,
and to a great extent in America, had been a great
school. In England tbev were educating tho people
for a great republic. Tneseciuhs bad been the great
normal political schools of the people. Waal he
(tho lecturer) inalntaiued was this, that the man
who produced anytning Is entitled to It. The men
who nad got the monopoly ol the Pennsylvania coal
mines and the carrying trade ol grain lrom Ohio
had got both by union. iCbeers.) Well,
what should the workingmen do? Wliy,
organize a labor party and take it
into politick. ((Cheers.) It lie could obtain fifty
thousand votefNn the state of New York then
Journalism would become subservient to the party.
The remedy, then, wns to organize a party and dis¬
cussion. To do this it was aiao necessary to nave co¬
operation. for by that means labor was not required,
as such, nor capital, as such. The statesmanship of
this generation requ.red that wealth should be
more equally distributed, and he dm net see now It
was to be done except by co-operation. They
ought also to graduate taxes; they ought to tax
land; they ought to tax Incomes. 11
nicy could not break up colossal for¬
tunes they would go back to what
Holland and \ enlce are. When a man lias passed
three to five years in the service of a company lie la
a stockholder. Every employe ought to have a
voice la the nnaociai management of the

company. Be would do that with the
New xork Central. After navintr divided
nine or ten per cent wltn the shareholders ne
would divide the Murplus with the employes and the
capitalists. He would tax colossal wealth, and,
when hi? inporpwqteg capital be wpoid make labor
us partner. About the question or laud he
was of the aame opinion an Mr. Secre¬
tary Boutwell, who always wus a fanatic,
that when a man leave* land to nts children
and grandchildren, he was doing a thing that no
man would do tiny years hen. e. The value of land
was made by tbe manufacturer* ot shares and the
maker of tho railroads. 'Ihe man wno did nothing
bnt eat np the rent did not do anything towards in¬
creasing Its value. In Japan they were wiser; lor there
when a man died and lelt laud It went hack to the
State. In the great cvolation or tiiuse centuries
this policy, which was the policy or the Iuter-
nattonals, would be the marking stone of a new
ora. There was no great humane Issue but this
to stir the hearts of the American ncopio.
That was why he objected to the Message or Presi¬
dent Craut. It did not refor to this great question.
The Message read like an almanac of 1872,
(Cheers.) The shadow of the IllUe finger
of tbe despotic railroad companies of Now
York was greater tnan the whole loins
or Tweed. (Cheers.) These companies taxed
Now York to tne extent or hundreds of millions at
a time. vVcrkingineii were sore with perpetual in-
Justioe, and there comes from over the water the
bugle- cry which rallies all mankind. The
labor movement was the safety valve of
the republic. There was a more potent
law than supply and demand; It whs inn solidarity
or the race. Thero was to bo plantod in the heart of
labor oontentment, joy and peace, ami to give to
worklngmen the blessings of a hanj.v home aud
tbe moons of culture aud European travel.

THE TREATY OF WASHINGTON.

Lively Opposition of the Niw England Fish¬
ermen to the Arrangement.

Mass Meeting of the "Toilers of the Sea".Com¬
ments on President Grant's Message.

Seasons and Resolutions Against
the Now Line of Policy.

Harwich, Mass., Dec. 6, 1871.
The Treaty ol Washington, with all Itn restrictions

and boundary lines, has long been known to be ob¬
noxious to the hardy fishermen on the coast of New
England. Its provisions, they claim, will if car¬

ried Into practical effect so hamper iliclr exer¬
tions and render their toil so nnremunerailve as to
necessitate a change of business, and may thns
throw scores and hundreds of them entirely out of
employment.
Therefore It nas been that the most strenuous

opposition to the ratification of tlie troaty has been
found in Gloucester and on Capo Cod, In Essex
and Barnstable counties, where the ' toilers of the
sea" have seen fit to choose their habitations. The
cause of their complaining has been made known
far and wide through the instrumentalities of their
members of Congress and the ores*. It has been, in

fact, almost the sole reason why the treaty has been
met with so much opposition in New England,and has
assumed a degree of Importance perhaps scarcely
warranted by the fa< ts In the case. Out, however
this may be, and whether the opinions of this class
ol men are worthy of notice or not, there is no ques¬
tioning the (act that tliclr futnre conrse in relation
to the treaty has been looked rorward to with In¬
terest, not altogether unmlngled witu anxiety, by
the people or the country, lor they are really taking
active steps forward in the matter.

TBS FREBIDRNT'S ME-XXAUR.
The recent Message of tne President effectually

sqnolohed their hopes of obtaining a defeat ot the
proposition for the ratification of the treaty by Con¬
gress, there being very tew among their nntnber
who care to array themselves boldly and in an out¬

spoken manner against the adinlutstratlon, and
tncy are now setting tnetnsel ves about the work of
answering the question, "Wnat next r"

TUB REPLY*
With this view about fifty of the representative

men of this connty assembled together at tne Ex-
cuauge in this town to-day. They were sober,
eeusible, thougbUul individuals, too, rauuy of whom
have been educated Irotn boyhood into a better that
tne catching of fish was the cbier end or man's
wors on earth, and that upon tue selling thereof at
a fair piofit depend tne sum and substance of
eartbly happiness.
Mr. J. R. Baser, an earnest and wealthy fish

dealer of Dennis, presided over tbclr deliberations,
wiuch wore at tunes quite auimatcd tu appearance.
At first, he said. It had been intended to nold a muss
meeting or those Interested in the subject; but the
matter had since been shown up In such a grave
light that a proceeding like tnat would be
looked on as premature. It had therefore been
deemed expedieut only to lio.d preliminary
canvasses in tue several counties whicn
will be most affected by tne ratification of the treaty,
appointing thereirom a number of sub-committees,
whose duty it shall be to unite in the lorni of a gen¬
eral executive board and take entire cuurge of ttie
matter of presenting the true condition ol affairs to
cougress. This executive committee, it was stated,
would be empowered to draft a memorial and urge
its careful consideration at Washington.
Judys J. M. Day, of Barnstable, said he thought

that tue case was clear enough in its way. Three
courses were left open for the fishermen to follow.
either to ask Congress to retnse to raury the treaty;
to ask for a re-enactment ol the Houuty law, whicn
afforded a gratuity of $4 per ton tor cacti vessel
engaged M the cod itching business, widen¬
ing its scope, so as to Include mackerel
fishers as well, or to so cheapen tue
necessaries of life that a poor man
can live as comfortably now as he could In years
before the rebellion. Tlie second proposition he,
like the majority of the speakers who lollowed him.
Major 8. B. Phinnev, of Barnsiaile; C. K. Swift, Col¬
lector or Customs at Yarmouth; .Noah Sweet, or
Wellflcet, and others.believed to be the best during
the existence of the law. For the payment of i
bounties to fishing vessels the inhabitant* of
the counties of I'arnstabie aud Essex re-
ceived about one hundred and fifty thousand
dollars a year from the general government.
and in return therefor they furnished hundreds or
able-bodied seamen to ibo navy ot me Lotted states
whenever ihev were called upon for help. Eng-
Jund and Franee. it was asserted, protect their own

'

fishermen br me payment of a gratuity or this sort,
and we must emier cope with tnein In a similar
way or impose a duty upon the very wares brought
luto onr waieis. As mailer* staud now a vessel
costing $10,000 would not pay for neraeif In a life¬
time.

APPROVAL.
The sentiments were applauded to the echo.
The feeling of the meeting was then put in tlio

form ol a resolution, reading as rollows:.
Resolved, That in \ enr ol the Inevitable effect of the treaty

of Washington upon the IisIodk interests of (Jape Co I, we
would urge upon Eongreas a liberal protection for that
branch olinduaiiy, being confident that utile.* aome such
course li adopted the competition of thn foreign liaheriea,
under the provisions of the »*ld treaty betwe-n Kn^lund and
tbe United Stale*. will ultimately deatroy an occupation
which haa long been of great value to the commerce and
marine of the country.
A committee was appointed to carry out the

objects of the meeilng and the assembly was ad¬
journed.

THE WEATHER REPORT.
WAU DEPARTMENT,WAR DEPARTMENT, 1

b chief Signal Officer.}
N. D. Oh Dec. 7.1 A. M. )

Offn ij op niK
WASHINGTON,

Si/no/Mi* tor ihi t^ut Tioen v-four Hours,
The barometer lias very generally fallen east of

the Rocky Mountains since Tuesduv night, the pres¬
sure having risen in New Knglaiul, but now begin¬
ning to fall again. The lowest barometer has moved
southeastward over Lake Huron, with brisk south¬
west winds and snow from the lower lakes
to the Middle and Eas'em states. The highest pres¬
sure is in Florida, with partially clear and cloudy
weather, aid southerly winds irom Texas to tho
Bouih Atlantic coast. The winds have varied to tho
northwest on the tipper lakes, with rain on Lake
Michigan, bnt clear weather in Iowa and Illinois.
Rising barometer with clear wea'her prevails In
Oregon.

Pj ot/abltitts*.
Falling barometer, with Increasing southwesterly

winds, Is probable for 'Ihoraday In the feutnern
and Golf States. The lowest pressure will, pro-
bably, move southeast into Mew Yora State, with
brisk southwesterly winds in the Middle and
Fast Atlantic, with cloudy weather and possibly
rain or snow; increasing northwesterly winds on
the upper Lakes; rising barometer and pleasant
weaiber continue in Montana and Oregon.

WarrunQ Signals Ordered.
Cautionary signals continue lor to-night at Mil¬

waukee, Chicago, Grand Haven, Detroit, Toledo,
Cleveland, Buffalo, Rochester, Oswego, Mew Lon¬
don, New York, Baltimore, Cape May and Mottolk.

The Weather In This City Yesterday.
The following record will show the changes la

the temperature for the past twenty-four hours in
comparison with toe corresponding day of last year,
as indicated t>y the thermometer at iludnni's
Pharmacy, Ukkai.p Budding, corner of Ann street:.

1070. 1871. 1870. 1871.
3 A. It 63 1ft 3 P. M 61
0 A. M 63 1ft <1 P. M 48 26
OA. M 63 17 9 P. M 46 37
12 M 62 10 12 P. M 46 20
Average temperature yesterday 2114
Average temperature for corresponding date

last rear 60M

The Correspondence Which Led to the
Russian Minister's Rccafl.

Interference in Onr Business and Abosc o)
American Officials the Cause.

The Visit of Alexis and Its Bear-
ins on the Case.

Catacazy (nly "lolerated" Daring the
Visit at t e Request of the Csar.

Washington, Dec. 0, 1871.
Tlie President sent to tne Senate to-day the eme

respondeuoo between tne state Department and toe
American Minister at St. Petersburg iciattve to the
recall or Minister Catacazy. The Senate ordered
the correspondence to be printed, bat while news¬

paper men were engaged in copying It Mr. Cameron
discovered lhat he did not wont the correspondence
made public, and persuaded the Senate to revoke
the order to print, though not before most or tbe
cortespondence had been copied.

THK KIUHT LKITKR ON THK SCBJRCT.
Mr. Fish's insi letter to Minister Carua ism fol¬

lows:.
Washington, June 10, 1871.

To A. (I. Ct'RTiK, St. Petersburg:.
Sin.I sin directed to lnl«riu yon that the conduct

of Mr. Catiica/.v, the Minister of Russia hero, botn
ofllcml and persona1, has lor somo time past been
such as niatorindv to Impair his useiulneas to his
own govern men' and to render Intercourse with
bim, for cither business or socu.l purposes, highly
dtsaureeable. Under these cireiiinstauces tne
President is of opinion that the interests of both
countries would be promoted, ami those relations
or cordiality with the government oi the csar, or
the luipor.uii' u of w.ilcli lie is well aware, would bO
pla od upon a much higher tooting il rite head of
the Russian Legation nere were to be ohanged. It
is hoped that this intimation will bo suinctent 10 oc¬
casion that oliivage and to in-ore the restoration
and the continuance ol those opportunities ot free
and cordial ottlciat and other intercourse
with too representative of the K.nperor which
the President earnestly desres to exist, and
which have always existed, with the esteemed
predecessors or the present Minister, but which Mr.
Catacazy'* coarse or conduct has made impossible
to be maintained with him. The President's sin¬
cere desire to avo.d any step which mav show waut
of commence tor the person whom His Imperial
Majesty has selected 10 represent I tie Interests of his
government has made mm hesitate long bciora
directing thin announcement, and lie dceid regrets
the necessity which at ieugtli compels him to
make it.
You will read this communication to Prlnca

GorlcliakotT, and lurnlsh hliu with a copy ir he de-
s res IL
Your obodient servant, HAMILTON FISH.

A DKLAY.PKINCB G( litre IIA KOI I ABJRNI'.

On July 17 Minister Curtln telegraphed as follows
to Secretary Msh:.
The Prince In Germany till October; shall I pro-

sent the despatch to Wesfiuaun, Adjunct Chancel¬
lor, or to the I'r.noe.

FISH INSISTS.
Fish at once telegraphed to Curtm:.
Present the despatch of Juno 10 to Wesfmanh

should the Minister be absent.
PKINCB OORTOHAKOPF'H DEPUTY cautious.

Minister t urlin telegraphed from St. Petersburg,
July 19, as follows:.
Wesrmaan cannot treat the despatch very

seriously. Did not take a c»pv. Asked me to waft
the return of the Prince. Said he would not men-
tion to the Emperor in absence ol the Prince, as It
might postpone the visit or the Grand I>nk<\ which
would be ngrc ai le to those continually trying to
disturb the irlendslilp of the two countries.

CURTIS URGES THE MATTER.
curtin informs Fish that in accordance with In¬

structions lie had in tne absence of Prince
Gortcliakolf, Chancellor of the Empire, formally
presented the request for the recall of Catacazy to
Wesfinnnn, who seemed to be much Hurnnsed.
and treated the subject as very serious. He said
tne subject was too grave for his consideration, and
declined to act In the ubsence ol Prince GortcbakolT,
and Old not ask lor a copy ol Hie Secretary's
despatches. Wesitnann said he would write to tne
Prince on the subject, and made a memorandum of
the conversation.

-VlSII DKTBKMINBn.HK WANTS WO DM,AY.
Flsn tciogruphed to Curtlii, August 18, us fol¬

lows
The hesitation an l delay hi complying with the

request directed In the despatch of the l'ttli of June
occasions much disquiet and disappointment. The
reason alleged is not satisfactory, us communication -

with tne Mln;ster lor Foreign Affairs can be reached.
A decision is Important oefore the advent or the
Grund Duke, as the PicsMent cannot be expected to
rceelvc as the principal attendant of Ills Highness
one who lins been abusive ol him and Is personally
unacceptable.

THE KAGI.R SCREAMS.
Assistant Secretary ol Stale Davis on August 18

telegruphod to curtm, urging biin to toceive a reply
from Westmann. Finally,

THE RUSSIAN HEAR GROWLS AND GON8RNT8.
Alter other correspondence Curttn received .

reply in which this government was reaquested to
tolerate Oaiacazy until after the presentation of the
Grand Duke to the Pre.-ddont, ana to this request
the governor nt acceded, llencc Catacazy ceased
to represent the Russian empire aft r the presenta¬
tion.

WHAT IT WAS AIX DONE FOR.
The coi respoodoiico Is voluminous, including a

long letter Iroin Mr. Fish, dated November 16, sent
to Mr. (.'urtin, circumstantially setting tne reasons
why Catacazy rendered li.msclf unacceptable to thia
government. In this tetter occur tne following
paragraphs:.
On his arrival at Washington Calacazv gave

promise of being a n e'ul and very acceptaole
Minister, and made a very agreeable Impression,
boon, however, ho boauu to make himself very
oiUcious, interfering in questions not apnroprlalely
conuecte 1 with his l^gailon. and lu those rending
before Congress importuning senators and Repre¬
sentatives and resoruug to personal nucrvews and
Holicirauous unusual ou the part ol the repre¬
sentatives of other Posers accredited to this gov¬
ernment, distasteful and annoying to th ; legislators
thus in lecorously approached, and lending to em-
barrttsK tne free com.so of legislation on tne sub-
joe's w.th respect to which lus Interference was
obtruded.

OTIIKR OBJKCrnONAlX-M PROCEEDINGS.
He did not hesitate to use tiie newspapers of the

country to influence puolic opinion upou questions
penning before i/io government., an l indulged in
much license la his denunciation or measures and
of individuals, lu his conversation he was even
more severe and unrestrained, and employed abu¬
sive and vltujierative language toward vciw many
persons, including several lu public positions and
enjoying the respect and confidence of (lie commu¬
nity. I he impropriety of a foreign Minister tinis
attempting to iniUieiico and to misJiroc. the public
opinion of the country must be admitted as suiltclent
gr und for his ceasing to be a proper agent belweeu
the government wiitcn he represents and that to
wnicli lie Is accredited.
Tne corresponden e contains proofs snowing the

truth of the state nenfs of the Secretary, and other
matteis of public interest.

CATACA/.Y'a LAST WORDS.

A letter from Mr. Catacazy to Secretary Fish is
also co.taincd in the correspondence as sent to the
Senate, but as tne senate abruptly reconsidered the
motion to iiuvc tue correspondence printed, and
took away the copy from which tho newspaper men
wre :ndiistriou»iy making their notes, tbe sub¬
stance of U could not be obtained.

DESTEUGTiOM OF WALL'S OPERA HOUSE IH
WASHINGTON.

Washington, Dee. A, 1871.
Wall's Opera iloti.se, near Ninth street aud Pent*

sylvauia avenue, was destroyed by flre early rem

morning, dames having been communicated from
an adjoining junk snop.

'Ilie bunding is said to be Insured for $16,000, The
loss on the building and its contents will probably
amount to $:o,0O0.

FEMALE SUFFRAGE IN BALTIMORE.
Halt.MORt, Md., Dec. 6,1871.

Tbe flrat meeting of female so ifregiste ever
held In liaittmore toox place to-night. Tba
stage wae occnptod by William li. Blackwdl,
Lucy Stone and Mrs. Cnurcheil. About two
hundred persons were present, oue-tourth of whom
were ladies. Mrs. Dinckwcll and l.ucy Mono were
the speakers and were fervently applauded.
Three sessions of the Convention will be held

to-morrow.

FIRE AT HAGER8T0WH, MD.
Fnu.ADii.PHiA, Doc. 6.Midnight.

A telegram from Uagerstown, Md., reports that a
fierce flre is now raging tfiore. Th) public budd¬
ings have been consumed*


